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After a period of uncertainty, the Centre       
has developed a program for moving 

forward over the next several years. A revised 
financial plan will allow us to continue our 
quarterly journal Canadian Military History, 
published in partnership with the Canadian 
War Museum, and to maintain many of our 
research, publication, and outreach activities. 
Our Military History Colloquium, Windsor 
conference, and Waterloo and Guelph public 
lectures are being run on a strict cost-recovery 
basis. Our latest guidebook, 1812: A Guide to 
the War and its Legacy, was fully-funded by a 
Departtment of National Defence grant with 

John and Pattie Cleghorn generously covering 
the cost of printing.

We are making other changes which will allow 
us to devote resources to activities that offer 
students opportunities for both volunteer and 
paid employment on major digitization and 
new media projects. We will be completing 
the air photo preservation project in 2013 
and will begin development of a user-friendly 
interface this summer. Our most important 
new initiative is the creation of a Massive Open 
Online Course or ‘MOOC’ on “Operation 
Overlord: The Battle for Normandy.” Students 

will be responsible for the production and 
administration of the course in partnership 
with Desire2Learn, an international company 
based in Kitchener.

We look forward to an exciting period of 
activity building on the commitment of Board 
members, friends, and the energy of the young 
people who make it all work. 

Moving Forward

Terry Copp 
Director, LCMSDS 

Professor Emeritus, WLU  

Connect  

www.canadianmilitaryhistory.ca  
Follow us on Twitter @LCMSDS

The authors of 1812: A Guide to the War 
and its Legacy believe that the three-year 
conflict was an important event in North 
American history with lasting consequences 
for Canadians, Americans, and the First 
Nations. This guide starts with an historical 
section that seeks to place events in their 
strategic, operational, and human context. 
The history section is followed by several 
tours designed to introduce and guide readers 
to key locations and offer an explanation of 
the fluid memory that has evolved over the 
last 200 years.      

This is the latest guidebook published by 
the Laurier Centre for Military Strategic and 
Disarmament Studies that uses modern 
satellite images, archival records, paintings, 
and contemporary photographs to offer 
enough information to allow for a basic 
understanding of what happened and why 
it happened that way. With 264 full colour 
pages, 59 maps, and 192 images, it is 
our most comprehensive guidebook 
yet. 

Available Now!

Terry Copp  guides students through Fort George, Niagara Region.

1812: A Guide to the War and its Legacy
To order your copy, or 

copies of any LCMSDS publication:

519.884.0710 x2080
www.canadianmilitaryhistory.ca

admin@canadianmilitaryhistory.ca
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In partnership with the WLU History 
Department, the Centre has organized a 
spring term course on War and Memory 
that will include a 12-day study tour (20 May 
– 1 June) for 24 Laurier undergraduates. Terry 
Copp and Matt Symes are the instructors 
and they, along with Tri-University graduate 
students, will conduct on-site seminars 
in Belgium, France, and the Netherlands. 
Students will pay their airfare and some 
additional costs but the study tour is largely 
funded by the Laurier Faculty of Arts out of 
Strategic Initiatives Funds and LCMSDS out 
of the Cleghorn Battlefield Tour gift. The 
study tour begins and ends in Amsterdam 
with visits to sites of war and memory in 

Ypres, the Somme, and Vimy followed by 
Dieppe, the Channel Ports, and Bruges. Terry 
Copp will stay on in France, joining General 
(ret’d) Rick Hillier to lead the 2013 True 
Patriot Love / Vimy Foundation Battlefield 
Tour.

The Cleghorn High School History Teachers 
Study Tour, organized in partnership with 
the Gregg Centre at the University of 
New Brunswick, has once again attracted 
applications from across Canada. Sixteen 
teachers will travel to Belgium, Northern 
France, and Normandy in July led by Dr. 
Lee Windsor, Dr. Cindy Brown, and Blake 
Seward.

What is a MOOC? 

A MOOC is an online university-level course aimed 
at the broadest possible audience of learners. 
MOOC’s began as a development from online 
distance education but quickly became a major new 
phenomenon in higher education. During 2012 
new course providers, linking the most prestigious 
universities appeared including Coursera, Udacity, 
and edX. At the moment, courses are offered free 
but do not provide university credit. 

Our MOOC will differ from existing models. It 
will be offered independently by the Centre and 
will be presented at a senior level rather than 
an introductory course. Terry Copp, who has an 
established international reputation as an “expert” 
on the Battle of Normandy, will be the instructor. 
The course will include the Canadian story but will 
also examine the American, British, French, and 
German experience. LCMSDS intends to offer other 
online courses in the future.

Research  
Our air photo preservation project continues with 75% of the 
130,000 images now digitized. This summer we will be creating a 
new archival web site which will include a user-friendly interface 
allowing visitors to download good quality (600 dpi) photographs at 
no charge. Higher resolution photos may be ordered at a fee. 

Matt Wiseman, a Laurier PhD student, has begun organizing the 
George Lindsay Papers. We plan to have an online index ready in 
2014. Many of Dr. Lindsay’s own papers will be digitized along with 
other selected material from this important collection.

A new, more complete index for the Ronnie Shepard Military 
Operational Research Collection will be developed beginning 
this summer. Key reports from this collection will be digitized and 
hosted on our new archival website.

The Centre is partnering with Mark Humphries of Memorial 
University (MUN) to develop a project titled “Through Veterans’ 
Eyes: Digital Approaches to the Hidden History of Veterans, 
Families, and the State 1918 – 2000.” Mark, a Laurier grad and 
former Assistant Director of the Centre, is the principal researcher 
with LCMSDS Research Associate Cynthia Commachio and Terry 
Copp joining him on the project. The plan is to digitize a sample of 
First World War veterans’ pension files as well as targeted samples 
of categories of veterans. Both MUN and LCMSDS have pledged 
financial support as part of an application for a SSHRC Insight Grant.

Education  

Discussion  
The 24th annual Military History Colloquium has again attracted 
more than 160 registrants with a record number of panels and papers. 
This year the Canadian Nautical Research Society is joining us, holding 
its annual conference on 2-3 May at LCMSDS. We have also worked 
closely with teacher’s organizations to integrate sessions on best 
practices in introductory war and memory topics into the primary and 
secondary classroom.

Our public lecture series in Guelph and Waterloo concluded with Mike 
Bechthold presenting the third annual Kingsmill lecture on “Raymond 
Collishaw and the Development of Carrier Aviation in the 1930’s” and 
Matt Symes’ talk on “Art as a Window into Canada’s Military Past.” 

During the winter term we worked with Brantford’s Great War 
Centenary Association to present four public lectures at Laurier 
Brantford. Additional talks were offered to audiences in Fergus at the 
Wellington County Museum and in Milton.

The Laurier Centre for Military Strategic and  
Disarmament Studies (LCMSDS) exists to foster  
research,  education and  discussion of  historical 
and contemporary conflict.

Black’s War: From New Brunswick’s 8th Hussars to 
California’s Corlett’s ‘Long Knives,’ 1941-44 edited by 
Larry Black and Galen Roger Perras

Publications 

“Lt. Col. J. Laurence (Laurie) Black (1900-1992) 
graduated from RMC in 1921 and began his career 
as a reserve officer with the 8th Hussars (NB). He 
went active and overseas as second-in-command 
of the regiment in 1941. His comments on the 
behaviour and training of Canadian and US troops, 
British attitudes, Japanese forces, conscription in 
Canada, and other issues, provide a glimpse into the 
war effort from a rarely seen perspective.”

Purchase this and all LCMSDS publications 
online at canadianmilitaryhistory.ca

A Letter from Alistair Edgar 
LCMSDS Co-director

I am happy to report that we have taken some first steps towards 
enhancing the profile of the Centre in examining contemporary issues 
of international security that either engage Canadians directly, or which 
we feel are important for Canadians to consider. In the Fall of 2012, we 
hosted a two-day workshop on “Insecurity in the Horn of Africa,” looking 
especially at the issue of Somalia-based maritime piracy but including 
regional security problems. Canada’s historic and contemporary links to, 
and roles in, the region and the issue of Somalia were included in several 
presentations. In the new year, we received a DND Defence Engagement 
Program grant that we will use to organize a similar workshop on Sudan 
and South Sudan. We aim to host it at LCMSDS and the Balsillie School of 
International Affairs in late May or late June. 

Looking further ahead, we are developing ideas for a third workshop on 
developments in Mali which we plan to host in late September 2013. In 
mid-October, we are co-hosting a special event with the Canadian War 
Museum in Ottawa, in conjunction with the CWM’s “Peace - The Exhibit.” It 
will feature a day of panels on organizing for peace, negotiating for peace, 
and intervening for peace. Confirmed speakers for the event include 
General (ret’d) John de Chastelain and Ambassador Paul Heinbecker.

While we work on organizing these larger public events, I have been 
pleased to participate in a number of public lectures—speaking on 
maritime piracy, withdrawal from Afghanistan, and on the challenge of 
managing rogue states—in Windsor, Guelph and Waterloo, and soon in 
Burlington. These are always great opportunities for me to learn at least 
as much from the audience as they might learn from me, which is one of 
the quite special characteristics of working with LCMSDS. Our audience 
brings a wealth of life experience, professional expertise, and genuine 
interest into any discussions that we have, adding real depth to what we 
are addressing. I am looking forward to 2013 and to the next several years 
of developing our contemporary programming—and your feedback as 
well as your ideas will be welcomed.

Our student volunteers keep us 
going and growing!

Fall 2013 
18 volunteers

532.50 total hours

Winter 2013 
26 volunteers

964.55 total hours
vs

“Crossing Boundaries on the Battlefield: The Possibilities of 
Teacher Study Tours for Substantial Professional Learning,”  

by Blake Seward, Cindy Brown, Alan Sears, and Lee Windsor

“J.L. Ralston and the First World War: The Origins of a Life of 
Service,” by Daniel Byers

“The Burns-Simonds Debate Revisited: The Canadian Defence 
Quarterly and the Principles of Mechanized Warfare in the 

1930s,” by David Moule

“British Blood Calls British Blood: The British-Canadian 
Recruiting Mission of 1917-1918,” by Richard Holt

“Bruno Bobak: War Artist (1923-2012),” by Laura Brandon

“Culinary Imagination as a Survival Tool: Ethel Mulvany and the 
Changi Jail Prisoners of War Cookbook, Singapore, 1942-1945,”  

by Suzanne Evans

“Canadian Defence Planning Between the Wars: The Royal 
Canadian Air Force Comes of Age,” by William J. McAndrew
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